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How did lexicographers whose aim was

to eliminate variation end up creating a

system perfectly suited to record

variation?




= Some context

= The evolution of transcription systems:
« The multipurpose «accent»
+ Diacritics: the limits of «signposting»
« True «respelling»
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Some context

" the influence of printers in the 17th century:
a practical outlook

= by 1700, stabilized orthography; attempts at
reform abandoned
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Some context

= Socio-economic and political pressures
(urbanization, Acts of Union) brought people of
different origins together

* Pronunciation standards hardened and became
key marker of social status

* Manuals and grammars proliferated, and a new
genre appeared:
pronouncing dictionaries
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Thomas Dyche 1707, 1723

= in Dictionary of
All Words, simple

hor-net 1al’per lad-der

stress mark hor-ror iavg-ﬁn la-den

- horfe-leech jay-lor la-dig
concordant # ea’
concérporate ho‘ltage  jea’lous la-dy
concourfe
concrete . . .
conctétion = but in earlier Guide to the
* concaubinase .
céncubine English Tongue,
ig;gggﬂf;;m «Double Accent» shows graphic
concupifcible convention and spoken reality

oncur-

simultaneously

e
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An Universal Etymological Dictionary,

DES'TINY Readers, Gypfies or Fortuns-
TEIIE'!-

DES'TITUTE [deflitud,F, deftitutus,L.]
left, forfaken

DESTITU'TION, a leaving or forfa-
kjngr F- U‘f L-

To DESTRO'Y [détruire, of deftruere,
L. to throw down, to ruin or lay walte, to
deface, to kill.

DESTRUC TION, aDeftroying, Ruin,
Qverthrow, F,of L.

DESTRUCTIVE, apt to deftroy or
ruin, pernicious. L.

DESTRUCTHVELY, pemicioufly.

DESTRUCT/IVENESS, the being de-
ftru&tive or penicious. _

Nathan Bailey, 1740 XE
e

oth edition

“discriminant accent”

develops from practice
of placing stress mark
after syllable;

distinguishes open vs.
closed syllables, and
thereby long vs. short
vowels



¥t “Signposting”: Buchanan 1757 &¢
'y

Linguae Britannicae Vera Pronunciatio

= «quiescent letters»

(') The common accent, placed over a vowel in 2 word, denotes that the

() 8 the cad of & werd, it demote tha the final (¢ 1o be foundeds | shown to have
(=) Leong accent placed over a vowel denctes it to be long. d |ffe re nt Status, but
Fﬂﬁlu:;:‘r: in roman charafler in the alphabetical words are Glent, or not N Ot remove d

w) Short t placed over & vowel, denotes it to be fhait. . .
(o) Shortsecet » array of diacritics
(**) Diaerefis placed aver two vowels, denates that they are both founded,

or parind into tws fyllabies. derived from linguistic
tradition (macrons,
breves, diaeresis)
Accquittal, or acquittance, (S.) 1. A d'dage, (S.) A proverb. L.
being difcharged from the fulpicion Adagio, (A.) In mulic, flow in move-

of a crime. 2. A receipt. F ment, grave, [olemn.
a'cre, (8.) A fluperficial meaiure of a&'damant, (S.) A diamond. L.



"Signposting”: Buchanan 1757
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Linguae Britannicae Vera Pronunciatio

Accquitial, ot acquittance, (S.) 1. A ddage, (S.) A proverb. L,
being difcharged from the fulpicion Ada'gie, (A.) In mulic, flow in move-
of a crime. 2. A receipt. F ment, grave, folemn.

a'cre, (8.) A fluperficial meaiure of a'damant, (S.) A diamond. L.

First metaphonological representation:

stage in the «second revolution of
grammatisation» (Auroux 1994)
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“Signposting”: Kenrick 1773

(§ralls

A New Dictionary of the English Language

B
OAR~—OAR. ». /. [ane, Saxon; perhaps by allufion
to the common expreflion of plowing the water, from the
fame root with ear, to plow, are, Latin.] A long pole with
a broad end, by which veflels are driven in the water, the

refiftance made by water to the oar pufhing on the vefiel.
8
Oa*Ry — Oar-v. adj. [from oar.] Having the form

“or ufe of oars.
Oa*rca’ke. m [ [oat and cale.] Cake made of the
meal of oats.

8 o
OA*reN == OaT-EN. adj. [from cat.] Made of oats;
bearing oats.

8
OATH —OATH. =./ [aith, Gothick; 2a%, Saxon.
The difference between the noun carh, and the verb javear,
is very obfervable, as it may fhew that our oldeft dialett is
formed from different languages.] An affirmation, negation,
or promife, corroborated by the atteltation of the Divine
Being.
ﬂrgu"rmn‘r.r. . f. [oat and malt.] Malt made of oats.
B 12 X1

7
Oa’rmeaL —Qar-mMeaL, or OAT-MEAL. #. /. [oat and
meal.] Flower made by grinding oats.

OaTs—OarTs. n /. [aten, Saxon.] A grain which, in
England, is generally given to horfes, but in Scotland fup-
ports the people.

= F e = =

= Numerals as
diacritics:
eliminating
vagueness, lending
entries a “scientific”
air

= Modification of
conventional
orthography
remains
unthinkable 10
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“Respelling”: Sheridan 1762  %&

Dissertation on the Causes of the Difficulties, which Occur in

Learning the English Tongue

inventor of superscript numbers (Kenrick uses them as
diacritics, whereas Sheridan creates new graphemes)

gives four clear rules for achieving bijectivity

system adopted not bijective — for prescriptive

reasSons

i
¥

hall

eb ¢d ef eg

Fowels,

¢ 0 e 1
hat hate  beer note  noole bet fit
o v
fhort oo fhort ee

O :.':.J.-?:;.aaf.-'.f.f.

ek el em en ep er es et ev ez eth* eth

but

| 11
eth  ezh in-:;
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“Respelling”: Sheridan 1780  %&

A General Dictionary of the English Language

DILECTION, di-lék’-thin, f.  The alt of
loving,

DILEMMA, di-lém"-md. . Anargument equally
conclufive by contrary fuppolitions; a difhcult
or doubtful choice,

DILIGENCE, dil'-}-jénfe. {. Induftry, ai-
fiduity.

DILIGENT, dil’-j-jént. a. Conftant in ap-
nlication ; afliduous; conitantly applied, pro-
fccuted with activity.

DILIGENTLY, dil'-y-jént-1y. ad. With af-
fiduity, with heed and perfeverance.

DILL, dil. f. An herb,

di2-le1k'-shu1n
di2-leTm'ma1
di1l'-y1-je1nse
di1l'-y1-je1nt-
ly1

A4

New representational
system, using new set
of graphemes:

= simple, i.e. most of
the consonants:

= complex, i.e. most of
the vowels;

= digraphs, several
consonants and some
diphthongs

12
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Thomas Spence 1775

The Grand Repository of the English Language

A'bacus, (ABIK(S) n. a counting table;
the uppermolt member of a pillar.

Abift, (1BAFT) ad. behind; to the flern.

..H.l:_ﬂtflﬂﬁh {LIAEIHE} n thﬂwmcu:;.

Ahandml, cu.ﬂmniﬂ) V. 10 forfake; to
defert. . .

Abife, {LMS}!‘ t# dm, to homble,

-Ahm:nmt, {’Lmﬂ T) n. depreffion;

humili
Abath, (AB\S ) v to the blafh.
it:tn, (LBAT) v. tl?iﬁ:?:mi;]: m:ﬂ'én.
8 w-
A;;:mm l:::'ﬂ NT) n. an aﬂn
AB) . n. the wirp threads of cloth.
A’hblﬂ'}' ; Lﬂlﬁl}ﬂ-ﬂlﬂ (]
aie '_.ufmhh::'hu B
the povernefs of an ab-
3 women.

New representational
system, using new set of
graphemes:

= Extended alphabet,
with ligatures, half-
letters and modified
letters

= Bijective, phonemic,
most like the IPA

13
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Thomas Spence 1782 4
'Y

Thi Histire v Kruzonea, or Robinsin Kruzo'z Ilind
Spelling reformer

YR

Fark ! hou thi Trampit’s Sound,
Proklammz thi Wiirld a.rnum:l

Thi Jubile ! | . reform_ed. spelling differgnt

. Telz aul' thi Poor 6prés’d, from dictionary «respellings»
Wo mor tha {hil be [Us"d,
N&r Lindlordz mor molélt » condescension? (“|aborious

[har Prépirte ! part of the people”)

= internalized graphic-phonic
conventions from traditional
orthography

14
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— Nostalgia
— Classicism
— Authoritarianism

— Aestheticism

— Coherentism

— Logicism

— Commonsensism
— Functionalism

— Asceticism

(Pullum 2004)

Analysis

Conservative

Reformist

15
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s Conclusion: layers of prescriptivism £&
7T, &¥

1. "Right” pronunciation:

= external social factor that is completely
internalized into intellectual framework

= usage-based not rule-based

= pedagogical intent: motivation for every
innovation, but also limitation

16



s Conclusion: layers of prescriptivism £&
7T, &¥

2. graphocentrism
first phase: orthography cannot be changed

second phase: orthography can be modified, but
remain benchmark (in transcription choices, in
spelling pronunciation)

17



s Conclusion: layers of prescriptivism £&
7T, &¥

3. transcription systems themselves:

= reformist prescriptivist principles are applied
to representation as opposed to language
form itself

= “‘monmodele” (Ballier 2007)

18
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Thank You!

vpouillon@gmail.com
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Prescriptivism about spelling
prescriptivism about spoken language

1
M?uﬁm Hsfeeandom = the Ormulum
ennglissh crisstenndom
« Dyche 1707
ho’ltage

- Bailey 1740
DESTITU'TION DESTITUTE

21
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Conclusions

D ¥

Prescriptivism about spelling,
prescriptivism about spoken language

15§ 10 X
Pi-LAS-TER

f =, T i TR el L '|r T 1| |r N I
CADEMICK, ak-ki-dem -mik,

\BDIKASIIN

Lindlarde

Kenrick 1773
=Sheridan 1780

=Spence 1775, and
1782

prescriptivists
with different
objects

22
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