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Are there clear-cut principles behind
the syllabification choices in Walker's
Critical Pronouncing Dictionary”?



Research Questions

'MOP: Are Walker's principles and entries consistent
with the Maximal Onset Principle?

‘MaxCoda: Do Walker's respellings conform to Wells'
first two syllabification principles when it comes to
codas?

‘Ambisyllabicity: Are Walker's repeated consonants
really ambisyllabic?

‘CV-patterned syllabification: Does Walker prefer
dividing “on the vowel” wherever possible?



Research Questions

‘Privilege of occurrence: How does Walker deal with
unstressed short vowels?

‘Syneresis and Dieresis: What was the preferred
realization of words such as <egregious>,
<plenteous>?

‘Syncope: does Walker give compressed forms of words
like <history> 7?



Walker's transcription system

A Table of the Simple and D:}br;ﬁaﬂgaf Vowels referred to by the Figures over the Letters in this

Diétionary. ; |
ENGLISH SOUNDS. FRENCH SOUNDS.

t. 4. The long flender Englith a, as in fite, pi-per, &c. (73) - - - 7 in fe, épee.
2. 4. The long Italian a, as in fir, fi-ther, pa-pd, mam-mi, (77) - - a in fable, rable.
3. 4. The broad German g, as in fill, will, wi-ter, (83) - - - - - 4 in dge, Chdlons.
4. 4. The fhort found of this Italian a, as in fit, mit, mir-ry, (81) - a in fas, matin.
1. &. The long ¢, as in mé, hére, mé-tre, mé-dium, (93) - - - - 7 in mitre, epitre.
2. &. The fhort ¢, as in mét, 1&t, gét, (95) = = = = - - - - - ¢ in mette, nette.
1. I. The long diphthongal 7, as in pine, ti-tle, (t05) = = = - = ai in laique, naif,
2. 1. The fhort fimple 7, as in pin, tit-tle, (to7) - - = - - - - {in inné, titré.
1. 8. The long open o, as in nd, ndte, nd-tice, (162) - - - - - - 0 in globe, lobe.
2. 8. The long clofe 2, as in mdve, prove, (164) - - - - - - - ou in mouvair, pouvair.
3. 6. The long broad o, as in ndr, fér, &r ; like the broad i, (167) - o in or, for, encor.
4. 0. The fhort broad ¢, as in ndt, hdt, gbt, (163) - - - - - o in hatte, cotte.

. The long diphthongal u, as in tiibe, ch-pid, (171) - - - - i in Cioutat, chisurme.

2. 8. The fhort fimple w, as in tdb, cip, sip, (172) - - - -
3. 8. The middle or obtufe », as in bdll, fall, pall, (173) - =~

eu in neuf, veuf.
ou in boule, foule, poule.

]

31. The long broad 8, and the thort 1, as in 811, (299) - - - - oi in eycloide, heroique.
d&. The long broad 4, and the middle obtufe &, as in thdd, pddnd, (313) goi in Asité.



M.O.P.

Walker explicitly states that (a) “a consonant between
two vowels must go to the latter”, as in:

¢’/dikt 3_Fli'
e1'di2kt a4-pli1’

He is nevertheless aware of restrictions on this rule
concerning certain vowels, as is clear in other entries:

siv'il éd’é-bl
si2v'i2l e2d'-i2-bl



M.O.P.

But Walker also tells us that (b) “two consonants coming
together must be divided”:

Al-plre’ kiw( ik
ads-piire’ kaws'-ti2k



M.O.P.

Unsystematic application of rule: affricates, <CI> and
<Cr> clusters

ditth/dr fab’ré-kite

di2tsh'-u2r fadb'-re1-kalte

And he also prefers keeping long vowels in open
syllables, as in:

pe’trol pa’ftré-kddk

pel'tro4l pal'stre1-ko202k



M.O.P.

The problem pf redoubled consonants:
ambisyllabicity?

im'midje bét'tdr

I2m'mi2dje be2t'tu2r



MaxCoda

Some entries might seem to conform to this principle:

sélf’1{h kdv'é-tids

se2lf'i2sh kodv'e1-tu2s
But others do not:

(hél'fifh dél'fin nér'vis
she2l'fi2sh do4l'fi2n nez2r'vu2s

kdv/vé-tds-1¢ pl'l 're-te

ku2v've1-tu2s-le1 pul're1-te1



MaxCoda

Between two unstressed syllables:

dr-dn-din’d-ds Af-ér-vA’'thén
adr-u2n-di2n'e1-u2s ads-e1r-val'shu2n
3-[ér'vate

a4-selr'-valte

kd-ré-An'ddr kdn-tri-dik/tdr-&
ko1-re1-a4n'duZ2r ko4n-tra4-di2k'tu2r-e1



Ambisyllabicity

Many of Walker's entries include “ambisyllabic”
consonants:

bét'tdr kok 'kl
be2t'tu2r ko4k'kl
Ak-kém'plith f41-18-bil’é-d
ad4k-ko4m'pli2sh fadl-le1-bi2l'e1-te

ddm’midje  pér'ril pet/tré-fi

dadm'maidje pe2r'ri2l pe2t'tre1-fi1



Ambisyllabicity

Indeed, they are not always present when they might be
expected:

hér-&-z46n'tdl-& far-4-na'fthds

ho4dr-e1-zo4n'ta4l-e1 fadr-e1-nal-shu2s

Sometimes, alternate pronunciations allow direct
comparison:

sik’sds-sdr, or sdk-sés’ur

suZ2k'se2s-suZr, or su2k-se2s'u2r



Ambisyllabicity

Comparing noun and verb forms:

dim’madje dim’aje
dadm'maidje daim'alje
prod'jife pro-dife’
prodd’juilse pro1-duise

ék'kd af-sént’

e2k'ko1 ads-se2nt'’



Privilege of Occurrence

“unstressed [only] /1/ and /u/ are allowed the same
'privilege of occurrence' as /a/ when a consonant
begins a following syllable, and may therefore occur in
final position in unstressed syllables”

(preface of the English Pronouncing Dictionary)

sd-vil/1d-td pé-rif’fd-ré
se1-vi2l'le1-te1 pel-ri2f'fe1-re1
kdp-d-fhéén’

kadp-u1-sheleln’



Privilege of Occurrence

In the fame manner, when ¢ ends a {yllable, not under the accent as gual-i-ty, though it has not the long
diphthongal found, as in i-dle, yet it is not fhort as in ##, but open as the ¢ in egual : the fame may be
oblerved of = (179). |



Privilege of Occurrence

Walker's “fourth sound of a”:

4. 4. The fhort found of this Italian a, as in {dt, mit, mdr-ry, (81) - a in fat, matin.

545. There is a remarkable exception to this rule in the letter &z 'When this vowel ends a fyllable,
not under the accent, we cannot give it any of its three open founds without hurting the ear. Thus in
pronouncing the word abound—ay-bound, ab-bound, and aw-bound, are all improper; but giving the &
the fecond or Italian found, as ah-bound, feems the leaft fo; for which reafon I have, like Mr. Sheridan,
adopted the fhort found of this letter to mark the unaccented a (70) (88).

fal'ld-sé dn’ndr-2-bl

fadl'la4-se1 o4n'nu2r-a4-bl



Syneresis/Dieresis
Walker seems to prefer dieresis:
41-bi-jin’d-d4s  2-r@'né-ds &-gre/j-ds
adl-bu1-ji2n'e1-u2s ad-ral’'nel-u2s e1l-grel’je1-u2s
yh-than-4/zhé 4 6-bé'j¢-ént
yul-tha4n-al'zhe1-a4 o1-be1’je1-e2nt
plen’tthds kdr/tthé-ds
ple2n'tshu2s ku2r'tshe1-u2s
rifh-&-4s-¢-ni’thdn

radsh-e1-o4s-e1-na1'shu2n



Syneresis/Dieresis

To put Walker's take on this issue into perspective, let us
compare these syllabifications with those found in
Thomas Sheridan's General Dictionary of the English
Language:
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Syneresis/Dieresis

‘Reflection of contemporary reality:

- Diachronically — sound change in the
making (Sheridan being more “old-fashioned™)

- Synchronically — possible variation at the
time

‘Example of Walker's influence, his choice due to
hypercorrection linked to graphocentrism



Syncope

Walker does not include syncopated pronunciations of
such words as <history>, <voluntary> or <catholic>,
and neither does Sheridan:

his'tlr-& his’-tlr-3
#6[’1?[“-&-]‘& vol -lin-t ér—;:?

kizh'o-1ik itk -8-11)



Conclusions

*In some respects, a truly phonological approach;
*Inconsistency and unpredictability;

*|ssues linked to prescriptivism and
graphocentrism,;

*The written vs. the spoken syllable, and the role
of “transdiction”.



Future Research

' [lluminating the interplay between theoretical
construction, observation, graphocentrism and
prescriptivism

‘Bringing new arguments to the contemporary
debate over various aspects of English
syllabification

‘Providing resources for speech software (vs
CMU, GenAm-based), ideas for improving
algorithms

‘Computing dialectal and diachronic variation of
syllabification in English
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